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originally upon the books until you give us a clear and satisfactory information
as to all the circumstances of those accounts and what the sums are which are
said to be collected by the late Nabob and whether it appears equitable to
make any deduction for the same. In the meantime you must collect in as
much as you possibly can of the said merchants' debts which shall appear
to be reasonably due to us.
92.   The appointing of thirteen persons to make an equitable distribution
of the Nabob's donation was a right measure for freeing you from reflections
but  surely every demand should have been established  upon  oath.   The
account before us is rather dark and confused, for it seems to us the coral
traders were allowed  the market price it was supposed their coral would
yield.   By the same rule of equity our consulagc and duties should first have
been  deducted.   If   this  was  not  done  you  neglected  our  interest.   The
encrease of 15% to their estates for ...... months, in our opinion, was much
beyond reason and 5% to the commissioners, a lavish allowance.   Respecting
the surplus our sentiments were given last year and from which we shall not
depart.
93.   We do not find by the said account any notice taken of Deepchund's
deposit, where in all reason we expected it should appear, but we expect to be
informed you have taken proper care to secure the amount of it out of the
Nabob's donation for indemnifying private property, as this deposit must
certainly be looked upon in that light and lay only in our hands until the
disputes between the representatives of Messrs Goafs and Deepchund?s could
be settled.   If this is not done we positively direct that the said deposit be
immediately replaced.
94.   Your  consultation  lately  received  reaching  no  further  than  the
26th December 1757 is a real disappointment to us and your excuses for it
are very unsatisfactory, for when you are informed of the sickness of any
person employed in such a material service he should have been instantly
replaced, and although we are sensible you were in some want of assistance,
yet we are satisfied you might have found a hand or two for this work as it
was nothing more than mere copying and we expect you will take clue care
to prevent our making any complaints of this nature again.
95.   We cannot avoid observing in this place that there appears great
confusion, irregularity and omissions upon the face of your consultations book
now before us.   As they are too many to be pointed out, we shall only take
notice that in the dispute between you and the gentlemen of the navy with
respect to advancing out of our cash what remained due to them from the
Nabob on account of his donation, you have only entered their letters without
one of your own or that from the Nabob width gave rise to them*   If they
were designedly omitted, it is unfair, and if owing to negligence, inexcusable,
as in either case we are deprived of the full information which an affair of
such consequence requires*  Instead of any other animadversion, we refer you
to a careful inspection of the consultations themselves, and as you cannot
but be convinced of the truth of what we say, we shall thereupon, and by a
careful observance of the many standing orders on this head, expect you will
give us no reason to complain again of irregularities and omissions.
96.   We last year sent yow copies of many books and papers and by these